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THEY WERE SIX 
PARATROOPERS » SIX 
TOUGH, RUGGED, 
BAT TLE-TRAINED 


4 The Last Command 


Chapter 1. Man of Iron 


DECEMBER 1943. TWO HOURS BEFORE A MAJOR BRITISH ATTACK WENT INg 
FIVE HORSA GLIDERS SWEPT BEHIND THE, GUSTAV LINE IN CENTRAL ITALYa 


HELLO, MATCHBOX. & HELLO, TuG / 

YOUR LZ IS DEAD , : : THANKS FOR 

AHEAD. GOOD LUCK: THE RIDE. AM 
DROPPING THE 
TOW~-WOW 4 























hath 


THE MEN ABOARD THE GLIDERS WERE HECK JERRY'S 
BRITISH PARATROOPERS. BUT, UNLUCKILY, PUTTING OUT THE 
iy ENEMY HAD GOT WIND OF THEIR ga ol 

RUS J 


YEAH: AND 
WE’RE LOCKED 
IN THIS BIRDCAGE « 
GIVE ME A FREE 
FALL ANY DAY J 





The Last Command 5 
AS THE HORSA ROCKED IN THE SHELLBURST: : : WE'LL ge ey 


LISTEN, SERGEANT ASH. IF | STOP 

A PACKET, YOU'LL. TAKE ‘OVER THE 
SURVIVORS. DOG COMPANY’S GOT TO 
BLOW UP THAT JERRY _ COMMAND 
POST AT CORTONA BEFORE THE 
MAIN ATTACK GOES IN. ¢ 


7 


ALL FIVE GLIDERS WERE RIPPED TO PIECES 
BY THE FOREWARNED GERMAN GUNS « 
ONLY ‘TWO OF THEM CRASH=LANDOED. 





The Last_Comnian 


IN ONE OF THOSE GLIDERS WAS 
A SERGEANT CALLED ASH... 


SARGE, WE CAN'T LEAVE 
THE REST OF THE LADS 
IN THERE . 


LL MAKE ‘Noetoy 
c" — A 


ste ee es R 
BUT HECK, SARGE ~~ THE We MA AND WE'VE GOT 
JERRY H.Q.1S HALF A = OUR ORDERS / 
MILE AWAY. WE'LL t oy 
NEVER MAKE IT... 








The Last Command 


THE STORY OF SERGEANT ASH AND FIVE OF HIS MEN STARTED THAT 
EL ‘(OOD AT CORTONA. g Q o 
" a SPL NE 
b Wo 






HUNT DOWN THE Yee Axe Se Na 


ENGLANDERS / : Ma ee 
SCHNELL / Pal | H Tae 
. I> EO - Ss Poa 


THE WOODS Mf ENGLANDERS, , Vf NZHOLD THEM OFF N 
BRISTLED WITH HERR OBERST! MY THEY'VE 
GERMANS... “ 4 

. a” SARGE / 


EXPLOSIVES. WE’LL 
ae, FOR THAT 
ny 
aay *, 
& “St ¢ 





8 The Last_ Command 


SERGEANT ASH GAVE Page) foe STAY DOWN Y 
CURT ORDERS ees oF AND HOLD THEM, 
Ss f g nN BLOKES / 
VE) z : ‘S) 
f - RS 





( voRWAERTS! Ie 


<a 


COA Ba 


HECK, WHAT'S © SEARCH ME, SAM. BUT 
THE SENSE IN )YOU KNOW ASH. HE WON'T ff 
GIVE THE JERRIES A 
4 TRICK iF HE CAN é 
HELP IT 





The Last Command 


THE GERMANS SOON OVERRAN ‘THE 
LITTLE GROUP OF PARATROOPERS. 


SURRENDER; l OKAY, MEN, YOU'VE 

ENGLANDERS. / DONE YOUR OUTY 
AS SOLDIERS. DROP , 
SYYOUR WEAPONS NOW. 





Woke 


NB 


(ey 


THE PRISONERS, FIFTY OF THEM ALTOGETHER, 
WERE MARCHED DEEP INTO THE WOOD e 
R SSS . 


Ss NYEAH, 


. FROM ‘THE AIR. 





) L & 
Dae 


10 The Last Command 

NEXT DAY, THE PRISONERS WERE PRIVATE STACY ‘TRANSLATED, 

HERDED INTO A P.O.W. CAGE AT ~v, : 

AVEZZANO. THE FAT ic YEAH, THE BIG 
TISH ATT? 


HERE, YOU SPEAK 
GERMAN, ST 4 





“Ai Via 
Ta 


TWO WEEKS LATER) THE SURVIVORS OF DOG 
COMPANY WERE MARCHED TO THE RAILROAD. 
= 





The Last Command 
THAT WAS WHEN SERGEANT ASH MADE 
HIS FIRST BID TO ESCAPE ..- 
— = 


COR ~~ OLD 
ASH NEVER 
GIVES IN/ 


one CHANCE WAS A RAZOR-EDGED 


IT’S NO GO, 
Ee! 


PVE GIVEN __ 
YOU AN ORDER» 
MEN ~~ AND 
YOU'RE SOLOIERSs | 
SO_FOLLOW ME~= 

THIS WAY / 





12 The Last Command 





BASH MY OATH~~ 
THROUGH— THE SARGE 
IS CRAZY/ 


NO, MATE, 
HE’S JUST 


FOR THAT 
RUINED CHAPEL. 


IN GERMANY, MY - (BOT WERE NOT 


FRIENDS, WHERE YOU - 
ARE GOING, THERE : aoe pil 
WILL, BE NO SUCH Tose 

ESCAPADES: 





CAAA é 


The Last Command 13 


THESE THIRTY MEN, HERR \ 
KAPITAN, WILL BE CHAINED BY 
THE LEG AND ARM DURING 
THE JOURNEY NORTH / THEY 
> Bb ioe ARE DISOBEDIENT SWINE / 





THE MEN WHO HAD TRIED TO ESCAPE THE HERR MAJOR IS A 
INED IN THEIR TRUCK. HARD MAN, ENGLANDER. 
bl oikien te hue i GIVE YOU SOME PLAY WITH 
YOUR LEGS AND HANOS+ 
SO ~~ BUT YOU SHOULD 
OBEY ORDERS. 


THANKS, JERRY. PLL 
OBEY ORDERS, ALL 
RIGHT~~THE ONES !| GOT 
FROM MY COMPANY 
COMMANDER J 


SIOZ 





The Last Command 


NEXT STOP THINK SO, SAM ? 
GERMANY~~AND YOU HAVEN’T BEEN 
THE DEAD END WATCHING OL:D ASH, 

FOR DOG HAVE YOU P 

COMPANY. . 


er 
CS 


DA pen 
hai 


EE 








The Last Command 15 
GALVANISED BY HOPE, THE MANACLED MEN CALLED TO ASH. SS 


; ee FOR Y ME, SARGE... SS eau 
GET ME-OUT O 'S SAKE ~~) MB’ FIRST / 
THESE CHAINS. 4 ! 

amg 


QUIET) ALL OF vou / LET’S 
GET ONE THING STRAIGHT. 
THE MEN WHO COME WITH 
ME AREN’T HEADING FOR 


? 


“Miline- 


16 The Last Command 





So (mM Sr nics WITH THE 
BEST MEN AMONG YOU. ’'M | 
NOT SADDLING | MYSELE WITH ff 


DEADBEATS. | WA 
aes ! oe FIRST Zook 
RPOR . <o ZA 


SARGE, JERRIES COMING, 
THEV’RE eA TRUCKS 
AWAY YET « 


Now You, THANKS FOR 
KEEFER» PICKING ME, 
SARGE ee 
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THE PRISONERS’ TRAIN HAD STOPPED. A GERMAN AMMUNITION TRAIN, 
HEADING SOUTH, WAS APPROACHING . 





YOU'VE GOT TIME HERE, WHAT ABOUT 

TO UNLOCK ONE | TAKING AN INTERPRETER 

MORE , SARGE . =| WITH US, SARGE ~=STACY 
one: SPEAKS GERMAN. 


GOOD IDEA, 
KEEFER. 


PRIVATE STACY WAS THE ASH’S VOICE WAS AS HARD AS 
SEVENTH AND LAST MAN TO HIS GRANITE FACE .-+ 


BE FREED BY SERGEANT ASH. : y 
— ai SO IT’S ONLY THE ONES 
HERE, SARGE, ae WHO'LL BE USEFUL. TO 
YouwRE NOT YOu WHO GET THEIR 
FREEDOM, ASH > 


THEIR FREEDOM 
TO FIGHT, YES! 
PVE CHOSEN THE 


BECAUSE "VE GOT A 

TOUGH JOB FOR 

THEM. AS FAR AS 
1M CONCERNED, THE 
REST OF YOU ARE 





is The Last Command 


THE EIGHT MEN DROPPED ON TO THE TRACK. ACROSS THE TRACK! 
ASH GAVE HARSH ORDERS AS THE GERMANS MEN. WILLIAMS AND | 
WHEELED. 7 7 DEAKIN, KEEP 
SerE ACHTUNG ! 
i / 
Z > 





RUNNING ~~ 1 WANT- 
THOSE JERRIES TO 
FOLLOW YOU DOWN 
THE EMBANKMENT. 


THE GERMANS SPOTTED THE PRISONERS ON THE EMBANKMENT i 
BEYOND THE PASSING TRAIN. Trio 
TE 


ee ARE Pe 
ENGLANDERS J 
ee = 
eel 
44 








WwW 
VY HALTEN, 


IT WAS FIVE MINUTES BEFORE THE 
GERMANS, REALISED THAT THEY 


He TN 


ea 


The Last Command 19 


ERMANS GAVE CHASE. 


SO WHAT P. 
WE’RE BETTER 
OFF ON, OUR OWN, 
MATE! PVE 
§ SEEN THAT. 
BLUE MURDER 
LOOK IN OLD 
ASH'’S EYES 
BEFORE / 


WE HAVE RECAPTURED 
THE PRISONERS, HERR 
OBERST f 


BUT THERE 
ARE ONLY ;TWO 
OF THEM. 
WHERE ARE ‘THI 
OTHERS P 





20 ‘The Last Command. 


Say” SHUT UP, KEEFER. 
* Sf KEEP DOWN, MEN. 
WE*LL CRAWL 
HE BEA FORWARD TO 
PASSING TRAIN. THEY ao were THAT OPEN 
WERE FREE, AND F : > 1 TRUCK AHEAD. 
HEADING SOUTH. A: OP ‘ ; a] 










THE MEN WERE JUBILANT. BUT ASH FACED THEM GRIMLN% «+ 


es 
COR) | CAN*T HERE, WHEN DO WE GET ‘ 
BELIEVE IT/ WE'RE) . [ OFF THIS TRAIN AND 

FREE / 1 COULD HEAD NORTH TOWARDS 

KISS YOU, : SWITZERLAND, SARGE © 





WE DON'7, , 
CORPORA 


The Last Command 2I 


eo aaa HAD SAID, SERGEANT ASH WAS A MAN WITH A ONE-TRACK 


BUT SWITZERLAND'S NEUTRAL, [ mm WE OION'T ESCAPE \ eeu 











TO BE SAFE, 
AND WERE ONLY NINETY MILES 

FROM THE BORDER. ONCE We CORE ORO he 
WE’RE OVER; WE?LL. BE . FIGHT / 
SAFE eee é r / 










VSB 


WE'RE GOING 
BACK, MEN / FOUR 
HUNDRED MILES 
BACK, TO THE 
BATTLEFRONT/ WERE 
GOING TO CARRY OUT 
ORDERS / WE'RE _ GOING 
O DO OUR DUTY AS 


Ba! 
NA! 
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Chapter 2. The Black Marketeer 


BUT THE JOURNEY 
Tv = a 












pee 8s 


THE PACKAGE WAS DYNAMITE. IT EXPLODED 
WITH A SHATTERING ROAR AS THE ENGINE 
TRIPPED THE DETONATOR. 








THE SIX PARATROOPERS WERE FLUNG ABOUT 
THE SHAKING TRUCK LIKE PUPPETS « 


AS THE GERMAN AMMUNITION TRAIN eo OFF THE WRECKED 
97 


VIADUCT INTO THE STEEP VALLEY BELOW. 


~ 
e 














The Last Command 


SERGEANT ASH AND HIS FIVE THEY WATCHED THE DOOMED 
ie ie abled TO SAFETY JUST TRAIN WITH GRIM EYES. 
1 see 


GOES OUR _, 
TRANSPORT: 


BUT THEY WERE NOT ALONE ON THE WOODED SLOPES OF THE VALLEY. 
Ee 


ABOUT JERRY; 
SARGE. 





The Last Command 


BUT THE MEN_WITH_ GUNS ig AVANTI / 
WORE NO UNIFORMS -.«. ma SURROUND 


MY es. 
Lave y x 


e Le SES 


THE GUNS WERE LOWERED. PARTISANS || _tT IS GOOD. WE 
AND PARATROOPERS GRINNED AT MW ITALIANS ALSO HUT 
EACH OTHER IN DELIGHT. {THE DIRTY GERMANS; 


7 y YOU SEE. COME, WE 
THAT’S RIGHT? e *~@ y SHOW YOU eee 
FRIEND. WE°?RE / 
BRITISH*+INGLESE~. 
ESCAPED l 
PRISONERS - 


pe 
< 


0 mee ff 
ma BSS. ¢ 
oO Gm \>_ 2 
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THE ITALIAN LED ASH AND HIS 
MEN TO THE WRECKED TRAIN 
IN THE VALLEY. 


\ aN 


THE PARTISANS WORKED BUSILY> 
AND IT WAS NOT WAR MATERIAL 
THEY SALVAGED FROM ‘THE 
WRECKED TRAIN. 


PARTISANS WHO 





SO IT WAS YOU YSI, INGLESE . 
A DETONATOR 
WRECKED THE 
TRAIN, EH, 
FRIEND > 


GERMANS. 
MUCH PROFIT, 
‘TOO J 


THERE WERE ONLY A HANDFUL 

OF GERMAN SURVIVORS» BUT 

PRIVATE HUMPHRIES FOUND THEM. 
7 


RENNEN~-= _} 
RUN FOR IT. 


ye 


iy 


tA, 


F 
es 


\Z 





The Last Command 


HUMPHRIES WAS SMOULOERING WiTH PLL GET MY 
RAGE. HE IGNORED SERGEANT OWN BACK ON 7 
ASH'S SHOUT. YOU, YOU SWINE - 








28 The Last_ Command 
THEY BURIED HUMPHRIES IN- THE ALL HE WANTED WAS 
VALLEY. SERGEANT ASH SPOKE REVENGE. HE WAS 
HIS GRIM EPITAPH «+e =| BRAVE ENOUGH, AND 


AN TOUGH ENOUGH ~~ 
ww 


‘a 





THE PARTISANS ;HEAVILY-LOADED, | | THEY WERE BRAND NEW CARS» 
LED THE PARATROOPERS TO LUXURIOUSLY EQUIPPED AND 
CARS HIDDEN iN THE TREES «: BOLDLY ORIVEN. 


LIKE,SARGE, THESE \|HEAD DOWN: 
jOO KEEFER: AND 


THAT’S ALL 
WE WANT J 





The Last Command 2? 


ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF MILAN, THE CARS TURNED | BUONO f 
INTO THE DRIVE OF A SECLUDED MANSION... LET US HOPE 
— : aon : Hg || THE PICKINGS 
rN At hy if! NY} SHEPPI lL WERE GOOD ¢ 
¥ RETURNS» jm 
a PADRONE . 





SI,WE WILL HELP YOU TO REACH NIX TO THAT, 
THE SOU MISTER. WE'RE 
NOT SABOTEURS, 
4 WE’RE SOLOIERS. 
BUT FIRST WE MUST DISGUISE CIVVIES WILL 
YOU. 1 HAVE GERMAN ate SUIT US. BUT 
ARMY UNIFORMS eo aa MAKE IT FASTLA 





LUIGH HID THE PARATROOPERS IN HIS YEAH, THE PART OFA 

MANSION HEADQUARTERS. ST WAS BLACK MARKETEER. 

AS LUXURIOUS AS HIS CARS. HECK, THIS SITTING 
ABOUT IS MAKING THE, 


7 = 
HEY, TAKE A { a 4 
SQUINT AT ap wil LOT OF YOU SOFT. 
é . Onl g t. ; | | 


e o% % \ 
ASA at 
0% 

S CAR 


\ 
er 
SAK 


v 
© 


~s, : 
BUT SERGEANT ASH WAS NOTA THE PARTISAN SEPPI GRINNED... 
MAN TO APPRECIATE LUXURY. 
YOU ARE THE FIRE-EATER, 
TOO MANY WEEKS WE’VE BEEN SIGNORE ASH. BUT IF IT IS 
WAITING HERE. OKAY, SO WE'RE ACTION YOU WANT, WE MAKE 
SAFE FROM THE JERRIES. BUT WE A RAID ON THE GERMANS 
DION’T ESCAPE TO BE SAFE. TOMORROW. YOU COME WITH 
WE WANT TO OO OUR JOB US, EH P IT IS A TARGET 
AS SOLDIERS eee SCPERGO / f 


YOU SPEAK 
FOR YOURSELF, 





The Last Command 3I 


THE PARTISANS’ TARGET WAS A PALATIAL BUILDING ON LAKE GARDA\ 
SIXTY MILES FROM MILAN... 

j “ MY OATH / IT’S \/ THEYRE STILL JERRIES, | 

JUST A LUXURY SARGE, EVEN IF THEY’RE 


HOTEL THE JERRIES }TAKING TIME OFF FROM 
g WAVE TAKEN OVER. [THE WAR~~AND I'LL BET 
YOU CALL THAT A, gy THERE’S SOME LOOT 
SUPERB TARGET Ug DOWN THERE / 
~ 





THE LOLLING GERMANS, HIGH-RANKING OFFICERS, STUMBLED TO 
THEIR FEET AS THE PARTISANS ATTACKED. 
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PRIVATE KEEFER TOOK TO THE WORK AS THOUGN TO | 
THE MANNER BORN. IT WAS LIGHT WORK, AT THAT wee 





sens you HAVE 
THE RIGHT IDEA» 
INGLESE. THERE 
oO TO C 


he PROFIT BY 
USING BULLETS. 





The Last Command 


WELL. DONE, SWALES. 
PILE IN, MEN! KEELER. 
NWERE, KEEFER! 
WE'RE HWEAOING 
SOv7r, 


BS R ce 


ASH AND HIS MEN PILED aN 

ABOARD THE CAR. BUT YOU _ MAY BE 

PRIVATE KEEFER MADE NO HEADING SOUTH » 
i ( ? ASH~~ BUT" S724 


MOVE TO JOIN THEM eee 
NOT / LET SOMEONE 
ELSE FIGHT THE 


ery is 

r, LFA , < Pie PERISHING WAR ~~ 

H vi tA STAYING ON 
ZASY STREET! 





34 The Last Command 
ASH DID NOT ARGUE. HE TURNED HIS BACK ON KEEFER ANDO CLIMBE 


INTO THE CAR 
PUT YOUR FOOT 
DOWN, CORPORAL. 
WE’VE GOT A _ LONG 





eA 


FT > ‘ 
x, o/\ 

} Hy 
Ss Si 


FOUR MEN HAD BEEN LEFT THAT’S ANOTHER ONE | MISJUDGEO~~ 
BEHIND ALREADY, TWO FRIEND KEEFER. HE’S AS TOUGH AS 
CAPTURED, ONE DEAD, AND ff THEY COME ~~ BUT HE’S A SCAVENGER, 
ONE ON EASY STREET. NOT A SOLDIER. WELL, THERE’S FOUR 
OF US LEFT, ANYWAY~~FOUR SOLDIERS. 
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Chapter 3. lhe Man at the Plough 


WELL, THAT’S A BUT Ble = HUNDRED 
TO _GO, SARGE ~~ AND 
EVERY ONE OF THEM 
SNe WITH 
JERRIES + 
















HUNORED MILES 
BEHIND US. 








THROUGH » t 
CORPORAL. « 


sip 


Hat hal ie “ me a ec 
oe gees 
Loy mi we AE 


a \ 


y 


a 


\ 


veal 
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THEY ESCAPED, BUT THEY NEEDED A WEEK IN HIDING TO REPAIR THE 
a Wes x — 
Zor Di 2 D ciory se! 


THE RADIATOR : ANOTHER DAY OF) 
PLUGGED, SARGE. - THIS WATCHING 
WE CAN HEAD 5 ¥ AND WAITING AND 
SOUTH AGAIN a ENS " PD HAVE BEEN 
NOW. Nae : ROUND THE 





{TWAS LATE FEBRUARY WHEN THEY 
REACHED THE TOWN IN TUSCANY, f 
SEVENTY MILES SOUTH OF FLORENCE .[4—% 


YWHAT'S THE 


ESCIA ~~ 
POPULATION EIGHT 
HUNORED. LOOKS LIKE 

A_QUIET ENOUGH 


PLACE, SARGE . 





The Last Command 37 


; oe N ARMOURED COLUMN FILLED THE LITTLE SQUARE OF ‘THE 





i you 
ISN'T THAT ONE OF HARP EYES» 
OUR GERMAN QUESTION 
Seo MEM AT 


ifs cE f 
a SS 


SURROUNDED AND TRAPPED, SERGEANT 
ASH GAVE THE ONLY POSSIBLE ORDER-«- 


YOUR PAPERS, ? 
(TALIENISCH {7 < 
DOGS f of Ry 


HIS (S fT, ° 
MEN «« MAKE , 


? SS BREAK FOR ? 


e 





The Last Command 


FEUER ! SHOOT NV 
THE DOGS DOWN / 


THERE WAS A_HAY CART PARKED AROUND THE CORNER. ON THE BOX 
SAT AN OLO ITALIAN FARMER AND HIS WIFE. : 


MIGHT BE OUR STRAW / 


ROBERTO... Ea (el 


THANKS, DAD / 


HK 
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MEN. THESE DOGS 
MUST BE FOUND / 


S joe 
ZN Se ak £ omg SS SS 
Ne 7 Jo 


THE HAY CART TURNED INTO A 
DECREPIT FARMYARD FIVE MILES 
FROM THE TOWN. 


Lf YoU WILL BE SAFE HERE, INGLESE.) 
(TIS A POOR FARM AND THE 
\ GERMANS DO NOT BOTHER US. 


> 


YOU'VE SAVED 


¥ OUR LIVES, DAD. 
AWE WON’T FORGET 
THAT. 





40 The Last Command 


A FRIENDLY COUNTRY DOCTOR TREATED THE WOUN SERGEANT 
ASH IN THE FARMHOUSE THAT NIGHT. pon Se ich 


YOU HAVE BULLET Nie: DON’T WORRY, ASH, WE’LL 
AY “STICK WITH YOU, AND CARRY 





IN THE KITCHEN OF THE FARMHOUSE; SAM SWALES TALKED TO THE 
OLD COUPLE AND THEIR DAUGHTER. = 





The po Command 


FOR THE NEXT MONTH; WHILE ASH’S 
WOUNDS HEALED, SWALES WORKED 
ON THE Se LAND. 


WAIT... HECK, THERE’S 

A_COUPLE OF JERRIES 

STOPPING ON THE ROAD 
TO TALK 
TO HiMes. 


MAYBE | COULD GIVE YOu 
A HAND WHILE I'M HERE. 
a aoe TO WORK ON 

HE LAND... 


THANK YOU, MY SON, THANK 
YOU. HE HAS THE LOOK OF 
OUR ROBERTO, HAS HE NOT, 
SOPHIA ? THE LOOK OF 

THE SOIL... : 


PETRIFIED, CORPORAL WORTH 
WATCHED THE TWO GERMAN 
SOLDIERS AND PRIVATE 


THEYRE , 
LEANING ON THE 
FENCE ... HE'S 
SHAKING HIS 
HEAD AT THEM. 
MY_OATH, 
THEY'RE SURE 
TO TWIG HIM... 





CS: 


You ee oer, NOTHING J Uz 
OUT OF HIM. Ze 


La 
BUT TO THE GERMANS THIS WAS JUST ANOTHER SON OF THE SOIL JUST 
ANOTHER BIG MAN OF NO PARTICULAR NATIONALITY LEANIN 
ACH, COME, HEINRICH 5 CLE go 
SK 


JA, THEY . 
ARE ALL ALIKE, 
THESE PEASAN [tf 
DUMS ANIMALS+.. Jf 


THANKS, DOC. WE'RE 
{ STILL OETERMINED ~~ JF 
AREN'T WE,MEN P_ iag 


=, 


TT 
TRAVEL. SOUTH. 


alll 
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“THE MORNING THE TRUCK CAME, SAM SWALES WAS WORKING ON THE 
LAND AS USUAL... 
XN BUT THE LANO SMILES UNDER cites 


RIGHT. WHERE’S HIS HAND, ANGELO... AND OUR 
MP MEY, COME \ SOPHIA, HE HAS MADE HER 

ON, SAM, WE'RE | SMILE,TOO. IT WiLL BE LIKE 
4EAVING / LOSING ANOTHER SON... 





RS 


AND SAM_SWALES 

WOULD NEVER “4 . eis 

LEAVE THE LANQ ?M SORRY, SARGE ~~ 

AGAIN «+ BUT V0 BE NO GOOD 

. “as TO YOU IN A FIGHT. MY 
HEART WOULDN'T BE INIT. 
47'S HERE NOW: IN THE 
LAND. 174 NOT COMING 
MTA Y 


eee 
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THEY LEFT ANOTHER 
MAN BEHIND AT THE 

FARM IN TUSCANY, THE 
MAN AT THE PLOUGH. 



















LET'S GET MOVING 

‘THEN, CORPORAL. THAT'S 

ANOTHER TOUGH MAN 
WHO’S NO SOLDIER «es 


NE af, ; 4 
my wilh 


Pa 


BY THE END OF APRIL» 
THE TRUCK HAD 
REACHED THE BATTLE | 
AREA. ENEMY TRAFFIC 
WAS THICKENING ON 


iS GETTING ME 
DOWN, ASH. 
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gs 
Chapter 4. The Soldier 


wy = tate £ B/ ONLY A HUNDRED THREE OF US, 
wet ij RS MILES TO GO NOW, ¥ SARGE © DON'T MAKE 
hey Bee CORP. KEEP YOUR | ME LAUGH. YOU MEAN 
A NERVE. THERE'S TWO OF US AND 
STILL THREE OF STACYs 06 
US SOLDIERS 


eee 






























ml 


{} 


ft 
= Mh 


PRIVATE STACY FELT YOU GOT YOURSELF CAPTURED 8Y THE 
THE LASH He EY TIES IN LIBYA THREE YEARS AGO» 
CORPORAL’S TONGUE. DION’ T YOU, STACY P THAT'S WHERE YOU 
LEARNED GERMAN, IN THAT PRISON CAMP 
IN SICILY, BEFORE OUR BLOKES 
RELEASED YOU. CAPTURED BY 
EY TIES ~~COR / 
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ASH TRIED TO STEADY THE CORPORAL DURING THE LAST DAYS OF THE: 
LONG JOURNEY SOUTH. 7 

s ee gOS ORDERS. BUT SOMETIMES A BLOKE GETS 
fe Z S COCKEYED ORDERS. ORDERS TO SHOVE HISZ 


HEAD IN A NOOSE ~*+TO COMMIT SUICIDE 
LIKE WE’RE DOING... 5 





DON’T LOSE YOUR 
NERVE, CORP. WE'LL 
MAKE IT TO CORTONA. 
WE’LL FINISH THAT 

JOB DOG COMPANY 

STARTED. 


ACH, DO NOT FUSS, 
HEL-MUT. IT IS ONLY AN 
ITALIAN FARM TRUCK. 

YOu_SEE SABOTEURS 

EVERYWHERE. 


THE ENGLANDERS 
READY TO 
ATTACK OUR LINE 
IN FORCE ANY 
DAY NOW. 
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AND THE THREE SURVIVING SO I(T LOOKS AS THOUGH WE’RE 
PARATROOPERS WERE GOING TO BE JUST IN TIME. WE CAN 
NEARING THE END OF THEIR BLOW UP THAT GERMAN COMMAND 
PERILOUS JOURNEY... POST WHEN THE MAIN ATTACK 
GOES IN, AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED. 





YEAH, IF WE 
EVER GET 


A VERRY TAN Kw’ 
77S. ANO 
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CORPORAL WORTH WRENCHED THE TRUCK OFF THE ROAD WN HIS 
NEEDLESS ‘TERROR. = 





THE TRUCK SMASHED WITH PULVERISING FORCE 
INTO THE DITCH. ONLY ASH AND Hinge STACY 
CRAWLED OUT OF Bink WRECK OF IT.- 


YES. 
SERGEANT. 


HE 
es ) 


NOT NS 3 
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HE WON'T MOVE ANY THE TWO SURVIVORS COVERED THE 
MORE ; STACY~~HIS NECK’S FIVE DARK MILES TO THE WOOD 
BROKEN, LIKE HiS NERVE DID. . 
SO THAT'S ANOTHER ONE OF : Ye 
THE TOUGH ONES WHO WASN'T) | HERE, STACY~— 
A SOLDIER. SO THERE’S THROUGH THIS 
JUST TWO OF US LEFT GAP IN THE WIRE. 
TO FINISH THE JOB... QUIETLY, NOW. 





a 


- YEAH ~~ 
LET'S HOPE 
| JERRY HASN?T 


DESERTED, AS IT HAD DONE ON THE 


THE RUINED CHAPEL STILL STOOD ff 4 i 
NIGHT OF THE PARATROOP ATTACK JN 
BEFORE : 


THE =. y y 
THE CHAPEL, J t { 
SERGEANT. eC F Z y 


ips 
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ASH STEPPED DOWN INTO THE 
CAVITY ~~ AND LET OUT A 
STRANGLED CRY AS THE EARTH 
GAVE WAY UNDER HIM ... 


PLL JUST GET THE 
PACKAGE. UP ... Av 
WHAT FA 


50 


PRIVATE STACY DRAGGED BACK THE 
FLAGSTONE. ASH BREATHED A SIGH 
OF RELIEF. 


NO,(IT’S STILL HERE. BY HECK) 
WE’LL CARRY OUT ORDERS AND. 
BLOW UP THAT JERRY COMMAND 

POST AFTER ALL. ‘ 













AR ae eS ey 
E YOU ALL £ neg 
ft gaat 


RIGHT P_ fry 
e wn, 





OKAY, STACY~=~'M GOING_ALONG 
THE TUNNEL WITH THE T.N.T. 
AND WIRES. WITH ANY LUCK, 
ITLL TAKE ME_RIGHT UNDER 
THAT JERRY COMMAND 
POST. YOU JUST SIT 

TIGHT HERE AND DO 
NOTHING. GOT THAT 


ASH THOUGHT ABOUT 
STACY, CONTEMPTUOUSLY, 
AS HE CRAWLED ALONG 
THE TUNNEL. 


PLL JUST HAVE TO 
DO THE JOB ON 
MY OWN ... 
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THE TUNNEL RAN UNDERGROUND FOR HALF A MILE. AT LAST (T CURVED. 4 





GWE. 00 EASY -.. DUAL ooo Nit 
MY OATH, | WAS RIGHTS 
IT’S BROUGHT ME QUT 
SMACK IN THE MIDDLE 

OF THE JERRY H.Q. 























SERGEANT aes CRAWLED OUT INTO THE HEART OF THE ENEMY 


ay ts a7 MEIN ZIGEN 
& : LILT MARLENE on 
=) LIT 
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ERS WAS QUIET THAT NIGHT. THE QUIETNESS 
DANGER WOULD HAVE DONE. 


FT IS SO PEACEFUL UUST A COUPLE OF MEN HAVING A 
TONIGHT, KARL. 1! wish ¥ QUIET CHAT: PVE ONLY SEEN JERRIES 
IT WERE ALWAYS SO... WITH GUNS IN THEIR HANDS 





ASH'S EXPERIENCE OF GERMANS HAO BEEN 
NOW IT WAS VERY DIFFERENT... 


NEVER MIND, KAMERAD. 
HEINRICH WILL 8G UNLUCKY 
TOMORROW NIGHT. 





54 
ASH'S HANDS WERE 
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WELL, THAT’S THE T.N.T. 
PED D WIRED. ENOUGH - 





| MUSN?T THINK OF 
THAT -«- 


STUMBLING BACK ALONG THE [?/ 7 
TUNNEL» A SICK DISGUST Sto 
SEIZED ASH... Y 
—,f 2 Z bis 


= 


sf JERRIES SINGING, ° 
\ PLAYING CARDS, [T 
MAKES YOU THINK. [T 
MAKES YOU WONDER 
WHAT YOWRE DOING, 
KILLING THEM... 
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HE WAS STILL MUTTERING FEVERISHLY TO HIMSELF WHEN HE REACHED 
THE RUINED CHAPEL AGAIN 


KILLING THEM? ITS Vita ppc mmmmey SEECSNT 7 Ye 
KE. . f 
; Pag Sette ME + RIGHT ©? 





Co 


THE PLUNGER 
THEN ..- 


Vigo \ 


GUNS SHUDDERED TO THE YEAH~-I'M ALL RIGHT, STACY. 

SOUTH AT THAT MOMENT. AND LISTEN~*THAT’S OUR GUNS 

THE SKY GLARED. D OPENING UP ON THE FRONT LING 
ES. 


EYy Lz 





THE DETONATOR BOX WAS 4 CE Pr HUNDRED 
READY. ASH REACHED FOR , 3 OK TO CARRY GUT 
IT WITH SHAKING HANDS. ay 38 < 2M A SOLDIER. IT’*S 


WHO ARE YOU 
TRYING TO PERSUADE, } 
SERGEANT > 
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IN THAT MOMENT, FHE FIF FR OF THE Six SURVIVORS OF DOG COMPANY 
PROVED THAT HE WAS. RO SOUDIER:... 





THERE WAS ONE MAR LEFF NOW OF TEHE Sit TOUGH, RUGGED; 
BAT TLE-TRAINED VETERANS, THE FIGHTERS ; 
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AND THAT ONE MAN WAS THE | , ee | eg ne BUT THE ORDERS 


ONLY _SOLDIER AMONG THEM We 
PRIVATE STACY. t an 





TA 

SOLDIER'S JOB 

IiS~~TO OBEY 
ORDERS. SO see 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 219—AGAINST ALL ODDS 


A no-good sub. with a make-shift crew The Aussies—rough, tough fighting 
—what more unlikely escort could a men who knew no fear, not even on 
convoy want on the “‘hell-run’’ to the savage battlegrounds of Greece 
Malta? and Crete. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 218—STRIKE SILENT 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
2nd December, are :— 

No. 220—THE ATLANTIC WALL _ No. 222—ROAD TO BERLIN 
No. 22I—H-HOUR No. 223—STORM IN THE EAST 





GIRLS PREFER A 


























BIG ARM MORE MUSCLE— BROAD BACK AND 
MUSCLES? | BIGGER CHEST? | 7]RELESS LEGS? SHOULDERS? 
4, a 
Jat o. | ea) f 
~~ 
Your shoulders 
and back will 
You'll) see and} in 7 days your | Your legs grow broaden with 
feel your biceps} chest begins to sturdy—yet lithe rippling, solid 
and arms begin} develop — your | and supple like muscles. 
to fill out. stamina improves | those of athletes. 


MY 32-PAGE 


ay, BOOK 
=) FREE! 








you 

CAN Post this coupon for my 

wat book explaining “ Dyna- 

yROpHY mic Tension. * Tl send it 
to you. FREE. It’s 
pi acked with phosos, valu- 
able advice. It shows how 
{ can change your life. 

Ade s envelope to: Charles Atlas, 


Dept. 17-Y, Chitty Street, London 
wa 





HERE’S the kind of body 
1 want. 
as you like. 
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i] 
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i] 

| oe 
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i] 
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: 
i 
I 
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E-MAN! 


YOU, TOO, CAN BE A HUSKY HE-MAN-QUICKLY/ 


Check in the coupon below the kind 
of body you want and in 7 days. 
I'll prove how easily you can have it! 


. see who hits it olf with 
} the prettiest girls. It's the healthy, husky 
men—the He-Men! They're the men who get 
most out of life, have the best-paid jobs. Don's 
envy them—give me just 7 days to prove that you, 
too, can have a real HE-MAN body! I'll show you 
how to change your skinny limbs, * pancake" 
chest and uninteresting appearance into a body 
that you will be proud of—that men respect and 
women admire! [ll pack pounds of real, hand- 
. some muscle into your frame—and it will take only 
15 minutes a day. Unless you see and feel big 
improvements in the first week you won't owe me a 
penny 


CHARLES 
ATLAS 


OOK around you. . 























FREE /~ 
CHARLES ATLAS 


DEPT. 17-¥, CHITTY ST., LONDON, w.i F 


Send me absolutely FREE and without © 
obligation, a copy ot your Famous Book 
explaining ‘“ Dynamic-Tension ” 

details of your amazing 7-DAY TRIAL 4 


Check as many 


More Muscle— 
Bigger Chest 


Big Arm Muscles 





Broad Shoulders OFFER. 
NAME 
Tireless Less (CAPITAL LETTERS Pi 
More Weight ADDRESS 
Magnetic ee ee er savenaaiins seas 
Personality 


